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2.1. The concept of indigenous knowledge

< Indigenous knowledge: refers to local knowledge, folk
knowledge, indigenous  knowledge, traditional
knowledge, local knowledge, indigenous cultures,

Indigenous knowledge, traditions and customary laws ...



CONCEPT

» Indigenous knowledge or local knowledge is the knowledge
formed during its long history, the experience of human behavior
with the natural environment and society; It has been handed
down from generation to generation by memory and social
practice.

» Indigenous knowledge 1Is endemic factors, survival and
development in the ecological environment and certain
geographical space, the creation of a community in a particular

alrea.



Phan loai

- Local knowledge in mining and rational use of natural resources
(forest, land, water ...).

- Local knowledge in production (experience in selecting land,
breeding, farming techniques, weather, farming calendar ...).

-Local knowledge in material culture (housing, clothing, food ...).

- Local knowledge in social behavior and community management
(behavior families, clans, villages, festivals, religion, creed ...).

- Local knowledge in health care (abstinence, birth, child care,

health care, medical treatment ...).



2.2. Knowledge of forest protection of some ethnic

“Nhat nuée, nhi phdn, tam can, tir giéng”
“Con trdau la ddu co nghiep” (ngudi Viét)


http://www.baohatinh.vn/news/nong-nghiep/toan-tinh-huy-dong-727-142-ngay-cong-lam-thuy-loi-noi-dong/68870
http://hotinhtam.vnweblogs.com/post/1022/120475

The role of forests for ethnic minority sect North



http://langvietonline.vn/54-Dan-Toc/126706/Chuyen-ken-vo-cua-nguoi-Ha-Nhi.html
http://pda.vietbao.vn/Phong-su/Xot-long-nhung-anhi-cong-cui-apakha-de-ngoi/75326135/262/
http://www.amthuc365.vn/t20478c222/mon-ngon-sapa/2013/12/nem-mang-dang-cua-nguoi-tay.html
http://www.hoangsa.net/forum/showthread.php?t=44753&page=10
http://www.vietpages.com.vn/30/3634/Mat-Ong-Dong-Phat-Ong-Rung-DakLak-Dac-San-Tay-Nguyen-DakLak-Cung-Cap-Si-Le-Mat-Ong-Rung-Toan-Quoc.aspx

Respect the forest



http://dulichhagiang.vn/20/84/le-hoi/le-cung-than-rung-cua-nguoi-pu-peo-o-ha-giang.html

» Indigenous knowledge of the ethnic minorities in northern
mountainous for forest protection is the entire understanding
and experience formed and accumulated during the
treatment, adaptation to the ecological conditions and
geographical economic development - social.

»The folk knowledge that has been handed down from
generation to generation by memory, social practice and
become a mechanism of forest management and protection

relative efficiency.



Thai customary law

e
*» No one is allowed to touch the prohibited bamboo shoots forest

(panotan) and forest hunting (denhua) before hunting and gathering
season.

¢ Forest clearance for agriculture must be allowed.

¢ The trunk has a cross (+) or multiplication (x) in the tree have its
Oowner, no one can tight.

¢ Prohibition of exploiting water resources protection forest .

¢ Exploiting forest, no cutting or burning to till the fields

*1f they violate the laws, they will be fined from 1 to 3 silver bars,

together with alcohol, meat.



Thal customary law

e
¢ Forbidden forest :

- “Don khuong* forest where spirits dwell,
- On the top of mountain forest has “ritng hon chiéng” called “Cira
Xen”,
- At the end of mountain forest has “rirng hon chiéng” called “Ciia
Pong”,
- Ghost forest of mountain forest called “Chiéng Kéo”

¢ Absolutely no exploitation

¢ Everyone has to take off from horse, women have to piéu towel off

quietly walked down through forest.

& IF intiivrnd haacte 1n hiintinAa ritnninAn harne nAa Anno ~ran ~rhaca thovs warill



Thal customary law

¢ “lai pa phang, nhang pa liéng”: Living by forest, buried by forest.

% “Hiém pd vay lun ldng chang md/ Vay hair nam chu b6 lay long/ Phaw chir ddy
khét nén man chédng pén cén” (Keeping forest for eternal development / In order
for all mine water flowing / Who remembers that sentence who grows up).

% “Pd déng xéng cét, may pén khén, cén pén nuot, pa cam déng kheo, may hua
ta, nga hua bo, pd tam din piéng, pd heo dong cam, pa cam déng xén...”. (Tree
with bristle (means old tree), as elderly bearded, immense green forests, watershed
forests, top mine water forests, immense forests, sacrificed forests, abstaining

forests, sacred forests... Protect forests to today, for tomorrow and for future

generations™.)



Ha Nhi people

+»» Forbidden forest with old forests

that are magic trees.

<+ Under the magic trees, Ha Nhi

people arrange 2 stones
perpendicular to each as temples.

< Place of worship of the e e .
community on festive occasions,
when locals have diseases, sick,

and many poultry are dead



Ha Nhi people

.
<+ Ha Nhi people in Bat Xat select

T ..‘-"* j* "sour tree" (medlar) that has

o/ \ ‘ fruit making magic tree.
@\ < Ha Nhi people in Mu Ca -

' Muong Te select rice plant

making magic tree.

o E,‘“\i\x\; <+ Ha Nhi people in Ga Loong —

Mu Ca commune select ancient

pine making magic tree


http://dienbientv.vn/tin-tuc-su-kien/xa-hoi/201311/bao-ton-tuc-cung-rung-de-giu-rung-2276498/

¢ Sacred Forests worship patron saint of the village “Ga ma
do”.

¢ The family do not make their house cross the sacred forests.

¢ Along the sacred forests, grown hemp “Pang hop” 1s used as
a barrier to the sacred forests to residential areas. According to
the concept of the Ha Nhi, the hemp “Pang hop” is effective In
avoliding ghosts, property boundaries with the village forest.

“»* No one can remove all dry trees in the forest.



** No one canurinate, and defecate,

which result to impure the forest.

<* Women only enter forest on ritual

“* In the forest, everybody has to

\/
0’0

occasions In the forest

walk barefoot, no wearing of red

colors, no red incense, use black

color with their fellows...

Only getting timber

Dragon day lunar month.

on

the

Ty commune, Bat Xat district, Lao Cai

province says : “Villagers enter
forbidden forest for getting timber will
be fined 36 kg hog, 20 liters of wine, 20
kg of rice, equivalent to about 4 million
in cash today. "



Gathering calender of Ha Nhi people
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Hunting calendar of Ha Nhi people
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2.3. Conclusions

» Indigenous knowledge Is the creation of communities to adapt
to the ecological conditions of each ethnic group.

» The ethnic minorities living in the North depend heavily on the
natural environment — In adapting and creatinge treasures of
knowledge about the local environment.

»Indigenous knowledge of the ethnic minorities in the North Is
maintained through memory or word of mouth, social practice.

Notes: Customary law of Thai, Muong - hit khong ban muong.



»Residence In mountainous terrain, closely associated with

forests, the abundance of experience In protecting the forest
resources of the ethnic minorities in the North iIs very rich.

» Forest resources are of great value in the socio-economic life.
» Forests have important implications in the spiritual life,

contributing to the formation of cultural characteristics.



» Indigenous knowledge reflects the lifestyle, customs and

traditions, anid an expression of ethnic cultural identity.

» Indigenous knowledge In protecting forest resources reflect
deeply religious conception, spiritual - Sacred mechanism -
the role of forest to community - enforcement.

» Indigenous knowledge with the role of management and social

organization, and regulate the behavior of human activity.



» Indigenous knowledge in protecting forest resources have clear

rules about extraction time > knowledgeable about the growth
period of the crop, the habits of the animal, and the appropriate
time for planting ...

» In the use of forest resources, the people were Initially
concerned with sustainable development.

» Indigenous knowledge has practical significance in policy of —
socio-economic development for ethnic groups in a sustainable

way.



3. CONCLUSION

Indigenous knowledge is the basis for maintaining social life of the

‘ traditional closely associated with self-sufficient economy.

Indigenous knowledge is limited: derived from local properties, it is difficult

‘ to common to other communities and other areas.

The role of indigenous knowledge in the protection of forest resources, build

‘ models for sustainable rural development.

Indigenous knowledge research in forest protection is very important in making
policy in forest resources sustainable development, conservation of the cultural

identity of ethnic minority - strategic areas in ecological environment, economic,
‘ culture and society.







